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Who 
Endorsed 


What? 


From Collections of the American Museum of Natural History 





Check Out This Visual Media 


From Member Sue Truman 


What’s a Crankie? —_———————————— 


Hello! I am a fiddler, guitarist, 19th Century Moving Panoramas 
stepdancer and crankie artist heh, Se Lan Le gate 


living in Seattle, Washington. rE 


















e —— iL 


What exactly is a crankie? It’s a THE HISTORY SECTION! 
panoramic scene, rolled up inside Th, SAChlon Containg. Toth Cesiuey mig pancreas and related, hand-tranked, serolving objects. 


: TR, eu bo: ce? orien Gs delete pring Lai, inferior 
a box, then hand-cranked so that it 
scrolls across a viewing screen. If 
you haven’t seen one before, then | Wery few 19h cenmury lange moving panoramas sul exist. Thisartkie lets = ff SE 
2 2 ° Ser et PaHTe, UR ep. on) En waealte Wer et poe Merling all 

a picture (or video) is worth a Parsoeames » Up 
thousand words. You will find hours 


of viewing on this site. 



































Intl, Panorama Cound] 
Memational Panorama Council has asectionon mevingpanoaenarda «=P AY UAT 
oming a 


iaarchable dace base of survtring moving panoramas. Consider becom 
Traerieer’. 


The Crankie Factory . 
eaking News! CRANKIE FEST - EAST MEETS WEST! 
Planned for pa sits 14th in Seattle. 





Finally, here’s the link to the 
page I created about my visit/ 
performance at the Velaslavasay 
Panorama in case anyone is the 
group 1s interested in that. 


‘@) 


From Wales, this enchanting paper cut crankie was made by 
Pamela Wyn Shannon. The first of many | hope. | love that you can 
hear the paper rattling - | love that sound. www.girlhenge.com 
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Ron Easterday and Larry Cederblom Present at Fort Okanogan 
Interpretive Center Brewster, Washington 


From Fort Okanogan Interpretive Center Facebook page 
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Lantern set-up inside Interpretive Center 
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MAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA A 
Fort Okanogan 








Interpretive Center 








Ever wonder what entertainment in the 
mid-19th century was like —before TV, internet 
and the big screen? Glass lantern slideshows were 
all the rage! Join us for a lantern slide show! 


Date: Saturday, August 7, 2014 Time: lpm 


VVVVVVITVVVVVTVVyVryeee 





| We ore boca ted jut north oof Brieaste, on Mathevay 17 and HIV? Oo? portion | 


| Prone: (S09) 629-6665 « Open Wedreiday through Sunday Sam =<Spm e 


rYYVYVVVVVVVVVVYVVVVY 3 
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continued next page 
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More From Fort Okanogan Interpretive Center Facebook page 


August 3 















We had a wonderful 

time yesterday with 

Ron and Larry from the 
Magic Lantern Society. 
Thanks to all those who 
attended. Please visit the 
society’s website for more 
information about this 
fascinating and entertaining 
photographic medium! 





From the 100th 
Anniversary of Brewster 
newspaper reports: 


A very small boy named George 
Wilson lived on a farm just north 
of town in 1912 or 1913, the year 
the railroad came to Brewster. “my 
father brought us down to the top 
of the hill to see the train come,” 
Wilson recalled. “The smoke and 
steam came out and covered up the 
train completely, and I thought the 
train was on fire.” He was about 3 
years old at the time. “There was 

a restaurant with a museum thing 

in there called Duckling Alley, I 
think”, Wilson said. “There was a 
big building on Main Street, next to 
the Gamble Mill. It started life as 

a livery stable, then its owner, Mr. 
Elliot, turned in into building where 
they showed magic lanterns. We used 
to play basketball in there.” 


Photos courtesy of Fort Okanogan Interpretive Center 
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Hell On Wheels 
your at) |) Make contact with 


Share schools, organizations, From David and Lesley Evans 
The Information groups and programs of the Just received this from a friend in 
following? Vancouver . 


Know someone that might be o'Schdolsmviditaiaitstuda procrants Hi there 
interested in the lan aa ? ‘ae © I just had to tell you that I found a TV show 
* Photography study programs on AMC that has two entrepreneurs plying 


Have a friend that’s looking for 


a magic lantern show! This 1s the first 
an interesting hobby? 


American produced show I have ever seen 


¢ Museums and Historical Societies 





‘, ¢ Victorian Study programs that has mentioned magic lanterns and I find 
° History 180219 Genin oreerams it fascinating. It’s called Hell On Wheels and 
: a it’s about the laying of the railroad many 
21 Th nV TAC GIC 6 ¢ Miniature painting studies decades ago. It’s very well done, seems quite 
=e . A ya Poindat art oavenains an authentic presentation, and very realistic. 
i A NT eo RNS Since you introduced me to magic lanterns 
a .--..4 Question e Animation History Study when we met in Revelstoke, I am always 


on the lookout for mention or depictions of 
anything to do with them. 


_ propre ral hank keg snl Crtbating 
issn het Mew engi laren eer 


Whar Ahead ter Gextp th fin Steals Lanurrt 
ee 

seititenal cmmeiiennen tiem i Wot Sfiewrathd atag* 

ee ee a ee a. 


jpebrecdic Sere wad rower picaere Ural eo cere ig, 
woud (Get hare-otercemtiarg, emai: lentes Ge: oly 
lth cyte teed te 
Fars 
, zit 





ied weve — 
! enquired co Mumwwir a kong newt bow rong ne 


gy, Sakeemaiy ogee Share the E-pub, 
poe — forward to a 

, - friend with the 
latest magic 


lantern news. 


Pi 5 ida A ad Sy Ny ts 


y 
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thee elie Lanntes Dorie of ter (LS el Cocamehe, 





This informational page is available for your use to inform ; Sate 

pag Y http://www.amctv.com/hell-on-wheels/videos/inside-hell- 
about what the lantern. Contact Larry to get a quantity : : 
sent to you on-wheels-the-mcginnes-brothers. 
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Next month: No 





more Ovington. 
We'll turn instead 
(| & to aman who was 
= | — Garle Kester’© yington 4 probably the most 
By Terry Borton | Be Son of Garle £.Cvirgton |* handsome lecturer 
a i ce America s Poerless Aviator = 
eee hy = on the stage, known 
ast Month’s question was: j= | ; se igs 
What little known illustrated b ¢ for his combin atl on 
lecturer, promoted what airline 15 |S of factual, sometimes 
that remains famous today? =| 5 unpopular, 
: a commentary, mixed 
Z 24 with humor. 
Ovington was sowellknownthat {2 me ae aie ort setae” < What did he regret, 
Hi ince giving Kester Mellin’s Food he has gained steadily, | ] 
ae naaey, ASICS Soci eet fs} alfa aa a week, and the entire absence of digestive trouble |= eae 
Since giving Kester Mellin’s Food ic sa e ne conclusion that my ip nee in Mellin’s Food is ju make money off that 
. ; = well plac : Shoes 3] 
he has gained steadily a half le p : Ea fe 1 regret? 


ound a week, and the absence of | ¥ 
oe digestive trouble leads to the | Buy a bottle of Mellin's Food lode ‘ole 


conclusion that my confidence in By eater da ine 
Mellin’s Food is well placed,” says if Miaie 10 cur nstnuctive book 
Kester’s Famous Dad. 1] | The Care and ‘ 

li Feeding of Infants. 

' Mellin's Food Company, Boston, Mass, 


start your baby on the road to health. 





__ Ol medals and diplomas awarded 


Ly 


Email: TBorton@MagicLanternShows.com 
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An Iranian artist has just days to save her artwork 
from being destroyed by Canadian customs 


Quebec filmmaker wins 
customs fight over Iran 
artwork — but at a price 


SEAN TEPPER 

The Globe and Mail 

Published Friday, Aug. 01 2014, 10:56 AM EDT 
Last updated Friday, Aug. 01 2014, 11:18 AM EDT 


A Montreal filmmaker who had the 
centerpiece of her federally subsidized 

art installation intercepted and held back 
by customs officials enforcing Canadian 
sanctions against Iran has won the right to 
claim her cargo. 


However, Sadaf Foroughi, an Iranian-born 
permanent resident, says she will now have 
to spend nearly $3,000 to get her traditional 
Iranian peep box — known as a Shahre 
Farang — out of the warehouse where it’s 
being stored. 


As part of a project subsidized by the 
Canada Council for the Arts, Mrs. Foroughi 
plans to project videos inside a traditional 
Iranian peep box, which is made of thin 

tin and has eye-level viewing ports and 
elaborate ornaments shaped like buildings 
with domed towers. 





| =- : 3 L 
= i ae _ , | 
thy = ; | 
% — & =i 
ae - } 


Mirorr disentiona 35 « 35 on 

Optical height to the ground : 150 ¢n 

Apparatus height : 200 cs 

Avorege Busan helgkht « LiGes 

Hadoe of # to 10 pleces which can be connected to each other 


The design of Sadaf Foroughi’s Shahre Farang, a traditional 
lranian peep box (Picture courtesy of Sadaf Foroughi) 
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Bryan & Page Ginna 


Stereographica Catalog for Auction # 27 
ie Oo aa USA (Closing Saturday September 13", 2014 


Phome: (318) 392-5805 al 3:00 PM US Eastern Time 










Antique Photographica Sale 
aati Category: Magic Lantern Slides (138 to 159) 


2 PANORAMIC SLIPPING SLIDE of the Grand Canal in Venke, with verioos 





: i patting by. A ooupbe of white muutk in ibe tky area, ochoraiee eacellent ond 


S0MGLE SLIP, MECHASTCAL (HP) SLIDE (7), Sivas 8 clown oe sep ol 
a backing donkey. Exocllent condibor. 


http://www.rtam.com/stereographica/cgi-bin/catalog.cgi 


Our Fall Antique Photographica Auction Catalog 
is now on-line, you can go directly to the catalog 
at: http://www.rtam.com/stereographica/cgi-bin/ 
catalog.cgi 


The auction closes Saturday, 
September 13, 2014, at 3:00pm 


(US Eastern Time Zone) 

and features over 300 lots of fine Antique 
Photographica imagery & hardware. Included 
in the sale are Daguerreotypes, Ambrotypes, 
Tintypes, Stereo Views, Cabinet Cards, Cartes 
de Visite, Union Cases, Autochromes, Cameras, 
Stereoscopes, Pre-Cinema, Optical Toys, Magic 
Lanterns, Ephemera and related material. The 
sale features live real time on-line bidding, 
however you must pre-register in order to bid. 
Please register early. 


We are pleased to accept payment by US Dollar 

or Sterling checks, money orders, wire transfers 

or Credit Cards through Paypal. A 10% Buyer’s 
Premium will be added to the final price of each 
lot. Please be sure to review all the Auction Rules / 
Terms and Conditions of Sale, before bidding. 


Bryan & Page Ginns 
www.stereographica.com 
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his page features interviews 
with people who do research 
on the magic lantern. Initially 
launched with the aim to bridge the gap 
between academic research and collectors, 
this series now expands its range to 
anyone who does research 1n order to find 
out things around and about the magic 
lantern, be it for academic work or for 
professional purposes, out of interest 
in local history or out of love for the 
material. Archivists, curators, collectors, 
and performers will be interviewed alike. 


Did you find out something interesting 
when preparing a show? Did you discover 
yet unknown aspects about a lantern 
slide that you sold, bought or prepared 
for exhibition? Have you been busy in 
tracing a showperson, a venue, local 
lantern history, lantern technology or a 
manufacturer? Tell us what you learned 
and how you went about! If you do 
academic research, tell us what the magic 
lantern helps you to explain! 


If you know someone that should be 
interviewed or if you have something 
to share, send an email to Sarah: 
s.dellmann@uu.nl 


- Interview of Dr Mervyn Heard , 


This month, the word is to Dr Mervyn Heard who is a lantern showman and former 
Chairman of the UK based Magic Lantern Society. He is also the editor of the new 
online e-letter “New Light on Old Media‘ 





What is your connection with 
the lantern? 


I have been presenting magic lantern shows 
and various lantern-based projects for over 
forty years, in venues throughout Europe, in 
the US, Canada, Australia and Japan, on TV 
and in feature films. My background 1s in 
theatre management and I’ve always had an 


interest in live entertainment of all kinds. To 
me the magic lantern show is more a form of 
‘live picture-theatre’ rather than simply an 
exhibition of slides, since the shape of the 
show and its character ultimately depend on 
the skill of the presenter. In the past we’ve 
all seen many wonderful images reduced 

to wallpaper by poor presentation and I 

can recall once seeing a collection of very 
ordinary ‘cloud studies’ turned into objects of 
great amusement and wonder. 


When and how did the lantern 
appear in your life? 


My fascination with the lantern began in 

the early 70s when I met a collector who 
occasionally put on free shows for senior 
citizens (at that time, there were still a lot 

of people around who could remember the 
original entertainments). He showed me his 
wonderful collection of hand painted stories, 
mechanical moving slides and effects, which 
eventually turned me into an addict. In 
particular I became interested in the notion of 
how you might bring this ‘lost’ material alive 
for a new generation. So I started collecting 
and eventually presenting shows with my 
first wife, Chrissie, under the name ‘Whites 
Wonders’. 


continued next page 


Back to Page One 





+ué | Bu: 





Interview of Dr Mervyn Heard continued 


What do you research? And why? 


My research has always been chiefly centred 
on the missing performance element of lantern 
shows, which has always been the most elusive 
area of lantern research. This posed even more 
of a problem in the early 1970s. Published 
information was sparse and usually, only to 

be found in books on the history of cinema, 
and usually reduced to a couple of paragraphs, 
parroting the same old misinformation as to its 
invention, development and spurious ‘demise’. 
The birth of The Magic Lantern Society in 
1976 marked the first major step in rectifying 
this terrible lack of knowledge, seeking to 
establish the magic lantern show as a form of 
entertainment and instruction in its own right, 
with its own language and style and eventually 
producing some excellent publications. 

In 1998 I decided to write a book about the 
history and development of the phantasmagoria 
and the career of the elusive 18" century 
phantasmagoria showman, Paul de Philipsthal. 
This initially formed the basis for a Ph D, 
undertaken at the University of Exeter, UK 
and was published in 2006 as Phantasmagoria 
— the Secret Life of the Magic Lantern (The 
Projection Box, Hastings). Much of the 
content was gleaned from first-hand newspaper 
accounts and published bill matter. 

My interest in the magic lantern is probably as 
strong now as it ever was. Partly because there 
are still whole broad areas of lantern practice 
which we know hardly anything about. The 
nature and use of early ‘long slides’ is just one 
example. 





Professor Heard in party mood. 


What do you currently research? 


My current research interest lies not so much 
in the field of ‘pre-cinema’ but what might be 
termed apres-cinema - the use of the lantern 
after the introduction of film. The term ‘pre- 
cinema’ has proved a real stumbling block in 
terms of lantern research . It’s wrong to assume 
that no-one with an active visual imagination 
did anything interesting with a lantern after 


1896. In fact, the lantern was widely used as 
the basis of work by the surrealists, theatre 
practitioners and performance artists. Last year, 
I received a fellowship to examine a collection 
of ‘pose slide’. These were images projected 
onto vaudeville artists from the 1890s right 
through to the 1950’s. My study was of a large 
collection held in the theatre collection of the 
University of Ohio. 


What do you wish to achieve 
with your research? 


In June I began a new on-line publication for 
the UK based Magic Lantern Society, New 
Light on Old Media. This monthly news- 
sheet is free and available to anyone who 
wants to sign up to it, via the Magic Lantern 
Society website ( http://www.magiclantern.org. 
uk/newlight/ ). The aim is primarily to draw 
attention to new innovations and initiatives in 
the field of magic lantern and optical media 
exhibition, publications and performance and 
in so doing, hopefully attract younger members 
to this lost form of picture-performance. 


www. mervynheard.com 
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From Dick Moore 


| was asked a question at the convention 
about the death of one of the elephants in 
one of the slides | showed. 





This is a view of the famous Mike and Topsy being unloaded from the 
Forepaugh-Sells Show train. They were with the show from the 1880s 
until the early 1900's. Mike died in mid-1907. Topsy died 1903. 


TOPSY THE ELEPHANT 


Presented here is a belated, but a more in 
depth response to the question raised at the 
end of my circus presentation regarding the 
death of the elephant Topsy. Topsy was 
the elephant put to death via electrocution 
by Edison on Jan 4th 1903 at Luna Park, 
Coney Island. It was the culmination of an 
unfortunate merger of two forces: 


First, Thomas A. Edison was at the end of 

the “War of Currents” regarding whether AC 
or DC was the safer method for electrical 
distribution. Edison was pro DC. Rivals 
George Westinghouse and Nikola Tesla were 
both AC proponents. In the late 1880’s Edison 
set forth on a campaign to demonstrate the 


P.T. BARNUM, AND THE AMERICAN WIZARD, THOMAS EDISON 


1) © Gl O28 = OD. opp Cee B.S Op ¢ 





dangers of AC by public electrocution of animals. 
His efforts even convinced NY State to conduct 
the first electric prison execution in 1890. 


Second, Topsy, a gentle giant that had endured 
decades of mistreatment over her long career, 
had developed a reputation for her temper as she 
responded to her tormenters. This culminated 
in her killing a drunken trainer who had fed her 
a lit cigarette. After that, she was deemed a risk 
to public safety and Thompson & Dundy, who 


10 


owned Luna Park, announced that she would be 
put to death by hanging. 


Following the decision to put Topsy down, the 
Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals 
was instrumental in stopping the planned public 
hanging (A scaffold had actually been built). 

This ultimately led to Edison, providing him 

his biggest public electrocution challenge, even 
though by this time he had lost the battle to AC. 
On that fateful day, Thomas A. Edison closed the 
switch that fed 6,600 volts to the elephant - killing 
Topsy. 


There is considerably more information available 
via google search on this event, including a 

brief film. Additionally, a book “Topsy” by 
Michael Daly, was published by Grove/Atlantic, 
Atlantic Monthly Press’ July 2013. It provides a 
chronology the life and death of Topsy. 


Fortunately, over the decades since that sad day, 
animal trainers, handlers and circus owners have 
learned that kindness and gentleness, rather than 
beating is the way to effectively work with, train 
and show animals. 


JANUARY 6, 1903. 7 | 
(ELEPHANT EXECUTED! 


t} Topsy Succumbs to Poison and |! 
in Electricity. 








|/SHE HAD KILLED THREE MEN. 









\| Corrent of 6,600 Volts Turned on t 
‘Through Copper Plates on Which 
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Collection of 40-60,000 Slides 


STEVE TOBIN 
B 2 HOME Bld WORKS CURRENT EXHIBITIONS 


INSTALLATIONS VIDEO PRESS CONTACT 
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From Tom Rall 





ust a note to say that I think some of our returned to Steve’s studio and gallery, where I saw it whole collection to a single buyer but he 
J nents might be interested in looking recently and also picked a few slides that he has for has been amenable to collectors/pickers, 
at a slide stash accumulated by artist sale as well. such as myself, as well. 
Steve Tobin in Quakertown, PA. Members 
might remember that he displayed an artwork Steve believes he has 40-60,000 slides, which also Learn more about Steve’s work at his web 
composed of lantern slides several years include a number of glass negatives. The collection site, where you can also see the lantern 
ago at George Eastman House in Rochester, is particularly strong in art history and architecture house, here: http://stevetobin.com/works/ 
NY, during a society convention. The work though many other types, including travel and lantern-house/ For more information 
subsequently was displayed in Italy and has religion, are available. He told me “they belong in contact Steve: steve@stevetobin.com 


circulation. I collected them for an art project and 
now I’ve moved on.” Preferably, he’d like to sell the 
Tom 
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A Big Thank You to the following: 


Terry Borton 


Sarah Dellmann 
Ron Easterday 
David and Lesley Evans 
Fort Okanogan 
Interpretive Center 
Bryan & Page Ginns 
Dick Moore 
Tom Rall 
Sue Truman 
for contributing to this months issue. 


Now it’s your turn to share! 


Do you have a favorite site or a collection 
of images you would like to share with the 
rest of the society? 

If your answer is yes! Send site information 
or your images to Larry and they will be 
shared in the next E-pub newsletter. 


E-mail Larry 














| Welcome New Membe 


| Heidenthal, Kristen 


306 Columbia Ave 

Coulee Dam, WA 99116-1437 

(360) 250-3650 

Museum Coordinator 

Fort Okanogan Interpretive Center 
www.colvilletribes.com/fort_okanogan__ 
interpretive center.php 
facebook.com/pages/Fort-Okanogan- 
Interpretive-Center 

K J Gregg@comcast.net 

Interests: Lanterns, Slides, Literature, 
Vintage Cinema 


Corrections/Updates 
to members listed in 
the Directory 


, Easterday, Ron ’ 


Change in email address 
rleasterday@comcast.net 


Martyna, Rick & Ine 7 


New E-Mail address: rmartyna401@ 
comcast.net 
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7 . 
erry Borton reports success in 
. his efforts with “crowd-sourced” 


research—combining his own study 
with assistance from Society members. 
His article on “Outstanding Colorists of 
American Magic-Lantern Slides” will appear 
soon in the Magic Lantern Gazette, and 
received help from those listed below, all of 
whom are recognized in the article. Terry 
hopes that others will try this way of using 
the knowledge and experience of Society 
membership to flesh out research articles. 


(And he’s still looking for any slide identified 
as colored by Dwight Elmendorf, if anyone 
knows of one!) 


Mary-Ann Auckland 
Ludwig Vogel-Bienek 
Margaret Bergh 
Larry Cederblom 
Jody Dole 

Dick Moore 

Tom Rall 

Kent Wells 

Artemis Willis 


Terry Borton, Director 

The American Magic-Lantern Theater 
“A living national treasure” -- NPR 
www.MagicLanternShows.com 


Back to Page One 





we | 









